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Robust pipeline of 
new projects bodes 
well for future supply 

Absolute Air breaks 
ground on new ASU 

How Cryofab serves a 
growing MRI market

Helium
Shortage, prices, outlook, 
new supply, exploration, 
applications, BLM latest
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North American Helium

Based in Calgary, Alberta, North 
American Helium currently controls 
over 3.1 million acres of helium 

mineral rights in North America. The 
helium exploration and production 
company was founded in 2013 by its 
CEO, Nicholas Snyder, on the belief that 
grassroots helium exploration is essential 
in North America.

North American Helium operates in 
the ‘upstream’ segment of the market, 
where it focuses on finding prospective 
properties, acquiring land and seismic, 
drilling exploration and development 
wells, and ultimately putting these fields 
into production. 

North American Helium is unique in 
that it has made a substantial commitment 
to finding and developing new large 
helium fields rather than exploiting 
existing discoveries. So far, the company 
has invested $40m on land, geologic and 
geophysical exploration, as well as drilling 
and completion operations.

Over the last six years, Snyder has 
assembled a core team of geologists, 
geophysicists, engineers, and land and 
financial professionals which operate out 
of the company’s headquarters. At present, 
North American Helium is looking to 
develop new sources of reliable long-term 
helium supply to replace the depleted 
Bureau of Land Management’s (BLM) 
system in the mid-continent region.

A main focus for the company is to 
discover and develop large high-pressure 
reservoirs of helium and nitrogen, 
which can be developed in a more 
environmentally sustainable manner than 
helium resources which are associated 
with methane or carbon dioxide (CO2).

Milestones
Back in 2017, North American Helium 
was the first company to identify a 
prospective helium-trapping structure and 

successfully drill a ‘wildcat’ exploration 
well and make an economic discovery of 
a new helium field in North America in 
50 years.

It’s willingness to embrace geological 
risks resulted in a few unsuccessful wells 
and adjustments to its exploration theory 
before achieving success which has been 
followed up with numerous additional 
successful exploration wells in other fields.

North American Helium is currently 
preparing to break-ground on its first 
large-scale helium purification facility at 
its Battle Creek field as well as looking into 
options to go into nearer-term production 
in some of its other fields.

Battle Creek is located in the extreme 
corner of SW Saskatchewan, 15 miles 
north of Montana and 15 miles west of 
Alberta. The North American Helium 
team is currently working with industry 
partners to commercialize the Battle 
Creek field as well as other fields they have 
discovered to support a regional liquefier 
in SW Saskatchewan.

Significant work has already been 
carried out on the facility, 2D and 
3D seismic data has been gathered, 
purchased, and reinterpreted to outline 
the extent of the structure. North 
American Helium has already drilled five 
successful wells at the site, followed by 
extensive flow and build-up testing at each 
well, which indicated reserves are present 
to fill the plant for 15 years.

 Exploration
Over the last five years, North 
American Helium has devoted the 
majority of its expenditures and 
management focus towards exploration 
activities. In 2017, the company shifted 
its focus from understanding the 
sourcing, migration, and trapping of 
helium to acquiring rights to lands and 
structures to begin large scale seismic 
exploration and drilling. 

“Without exploration, there won’t be a 
‘next field’ to bring into production at any 
helium price,” Nicholas Snyder, CEO of 
North American Helium tells gasworld.

North American Helium explains 
that exploration for any resource is 
about being able to get a good return 
on the company’s investment and the 
more efficient way to do this is through 
exploring an area which has previously 
been proved as an economic discovery.

The company finds itself fortunate 
in that companies who explored in 
Saskatchewan (location of the Battle 
Creek field) and the western US for oil in 
the 1960s found helium in a few places.

2020 Vision 
Looking to new year, North American 
Helium will put a few fields into 
smaller-scale production in 2020 whilst 
constructing the larger plant at Battle 
Creek. The company looks forward to 
commercializing its property in Utah 
and hopes to be in a position to fully-
delineate some of its larger fields near 
Battle Creek and order its second plant to 
get enough scale in the region to justify 
construction of a liquefier. 

“Our goal is to develop new sources 
of helium supply in North America, 
the world’s largest helium market, to 
ensure that this vital element is available 
for science and industry in the coming 
decades.” gw
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“We’re on it!”

New sources of reliable long term helium supply  
are needed in North America

3 million acres

4,000 Km of 2D seismic 

90 Km2 of 3D seismic 

10 successful wells DrilleD

4 new fielDs DiscovereD 

moving into proDuction
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